Photo by Vlad Kutepov on Unsplash

Scriptures, Questions, & AssignmenT
1.

What did you learn from your study of Revelation 20 – 21 this past week?

2.

Is understanding Hell and Eternity really that important? Why or why not?

Revelation 19:11-14 (CSB): Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse. Its rider is called
Faithful and True, and with justice he judges and makes war … He wore a robe dipped in
blood, and his name is called the Word of God. The armies that were in heaven followed him on
white horses, wearing pure white linen. (Revelation 19:11-14, CSB)

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NLT): For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who
have died will rise from their graves. Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain
on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the
Lord forever. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, NLT)

Revelation 19:19-21 (CSB): Then I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies gathered
together to wage war against the rider on the horse and against his army. But the beast was
taken prisoner, and along with it the false prophet … Both of them were thrown alive into the
lake of fire that burns with sulfur. The rest were killed with the sword that came from the mouth
of the rider on the horse. (Revelation 19:19-21, CSB)

Revelation 20:1-15 (CSB): Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven holding the key to the abyss
and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent who is the devil and
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the abyss, closed it, and put a
seal on it so that he would no longer deceive the nations until the thousand years were
completed. After that, he must be released for a short time.
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Then I saw thrones, and people seated on them who were given authority to judge. I also saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because
of the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and who had not accepted
the mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were
completed.
This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! The
second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will
reign with him for a thousand years.
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When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out
to deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for
battle. Their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 They came up across the breadth of the earth
and surrounded the encampment of the saints, the beloved city. Then fire came down from
heaven and consumed them. 10 The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and
sulfur where the beast and the false prophet are, and they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.
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Then I saw a great white throne and one seated on it. Earth and heaven fled from his presence,
and no place was found for them. 12 I also saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before
the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life, and the
dead were judged according to their works by what was written in the books. 13 Then the sea
gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them; each
one was judged according to their works. 14 Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And anyone whose name was not found written in the
book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:1-15, CSB)

Revelation 21:1-4 (CSB): Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more …
Then I heard a loud voice from the throne: “Look, God’s dwelling is with humanity, and he will
live with them. They will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and will be their
God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, crying, and pain
will be no more, because the previous things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-4, CSB)

John 3:16-17 (NKJV): “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”
(John 3:16-17, NKJV)
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AssignmenT
Spend a bit of time this week considering 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 and 1 Thessalonians 4:1318.

•

This week, read 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 through several times – try
reading them in several different translations.

•

What do you find comforting in these passages?

•

Is there anything about these passages that makes you uncomfortable? Why do you think
that is?

•

What significant things happen at Jesus’ Second Coming?

•

What is the most important message you see in these passages?

•

How will what you have learned affect the way you live your life? Why?

The Fire that Consumes
One of the best books written on the topic of hell and eternal destruction is The Fire that
Consumes – 3rd Edition, Edward W. Fudge, © 2011, published by Cascade Books. To purchase a
hard copy of this book, click here. It’s also available as an e-book – for Apple Books, click here;
for Kindle Books, click here; or for Nook Books, click here.
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